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Dear Parents and Carers 

As our 2023 year of learning draws to a close, we
reflect and celebrate the outstanding
achievements of our students academically, in  
sports, and in the creative arts. We have seen
such wonderful improvements – our students
should feel immensely proud of themselves. 

A couple of highlights personally - the evaluation
and reflection process that External Validation
awarded Willoughby PS. Across all domains, we
were recognised at achieving at sustaining and
growing, and outstanding levels. Our teachers
took up the challenge with excellent results. 
I also acknowledge the mature and thoughtful
way our Year 5 students questioned, shared their
concerns, and found solutions to our leadership
voting process. The standard of speeches this
year were simply outstanding. It is lovely to see
our students valuing the process. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
OUR SCHOOL VISION

At Willoughby Public School we aim
to cultivate socially-aware learners
who are critical and creative
thinkers, within a safe, respectful
and responsible learning community.

Year 6 enjoying a high school experience day at Willoughby Girls High School



Our outgoing Year 6 students have been outstanding role models, leading the positive
tone that permeates throughout our school. Thank you for your great contributions to
Willoughby PS – we wish you every success for High School and life beyond Willoughby PS. 

We are looking forward to welcoming our 2024 Kindergarten cohort, we had a smooth
transition with our Year 5 supporting their new kindergarten buddy and look forward to re-
establishing those connections in the New Year. 

As with every year we not only say farewell to our Year 6 students, but we also say farewell
and thank you to some of our teachers. 
Thank you, Mr Goodwin, for your positivity and enthusiasm and commitment to sport and
learning at Willoughby Public School. Mr Goodwin, due to family commitments, is taking
leave to work closer to home supporting his young family. 
Farewell Mr Twemlow, he has gained a transfer to St Peters Public School. Mr Twemlow
has had a long relationship with Willoughby PS, we thank him for his outstanding
contribution and care for our students and parents. You will be missed. Moving from a
large school such as Willoughby PS to a small inner west school will be a change but our
best wishes go with you, and we wish you every success at St Peters PS. 
Farewell Ms Sayers and thank you for your contributions to Willoughby PS over the past 12
months. We hope you take lots of great memories with you. We wish you the absolute best
for 2024. 
Farewell Miss Champion. Miss Champion has had 2 wonderful years at Willoughby PS. We
thank her for her enthusiasm and positivity. Thank you for your wonderful collaboration
every day. Wishing you the very best as you relocate back to Canberra, we know you will
hold Willoughby PS dear to your heart.
Thank you, Mrs Seeley, for the wonderful year with 3W. We know you will be back for
casual days in 2024. 
Finally, due family considerations, Mrs Panetta is moving to a school closer to home.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the wonderful impact you have made on the
students, teachers, and the wider community of Willoughby PS. A huge thank you for your
leadership with creative arts – our talent quest on Wednesday was the best one yet! Your
enthusiasm and positivity will be missed, and I know you will always hold Willoughby PS
dear to your heart. 

Thank you for the ongoing support from our P&C, we love the positive working partnership
we have and value the support. 

Our school administration team keep our school ticking over, the engine room behind the
scenes. We are grateful to have such wonderful support. 

Lastly, thank you to our amazing team of teachers, including our exec who go beyond to
ensure that every child in our school is known valued and cared for. So special to have
such an outstanding team collaborating every day. 

I wish everyone on behalf of our WPS team a relaxing and restful holiday with your family
and friends. Travel safe and we look for to seeing everyone back at Willoughby PS in 2024.

Jennifer Simmonds - Principal  
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YEAR 6 UPDATE
Year 6 2023 - The end of their primary school years.

What an amazing group of students. We have run the marathon of Year 6 activities together. So
much fun. The Year 6 Fete, a High School Transition Day at Willoughby Girls High School, writing
our Year Book, Surf Ed at Manly and Shelly Beach, a picnic at Sydney Olympic Park and
Graduation Night.

Our huge thanks go to the students for their organisation, creative ideas and enthusiasm. Thanks to
the parents for their help BBQing at both the fete and Blaxland River Park, assisting with the fete
stalls, preparing food and making ‘spiders’.

A special thank you to the Year 5 Parents and Year 5 School Captains for 2024, for helping WPS
staff with many jobs for the Year 6 Graduation Evening; planning, organising, shopping, catering
and decorating the Year 6 Graduation Event. A huge success.

Our High School Transition Day at WGHS included Drama, Science, Cooking, Art, Geography and
Maths. All lessons were taught by high school teachers who made the day engaging and helped the
students prepare for their move to high school. 

It was lovely to farewell this group at the clap out today! 

The Year 6 Staff Team
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Further information regarding the start of school in 2024 will be communicated towards the end of
the holiday break. 

Students in Years 1-6 return to school on Thursday 1 February.

The School Uniform Shop opens on Wednesday 31 January. 

The school office is closed from Wednesday 20 December 2023 until Tuesday 30 January 2024. 



What a wonderful year of sport we have had at Willoughby! 

It’s has been wonderful seeing our students strive for their personal best in all areas of
sport. Some highlights have been seeing so many students represent Willoughby and the
North Shore Zone at the carnivals as well as, seeing so many students represent Sydney
North teams at the State Championships around NSW! And of course... Winning the Zone
Athletics Carnival!
  
On other news, a huge congratulations to Rose P and Chloe L in Year 6 for making the
Norths Shore touch team and will be competing at the State Championships in Dubbo next
year. We wish you all the best! 
 
Next year the school sports coordinator role will be held by Miss Stroak, Miss Yan and Miss
Hooimeyer. They will do a wonderful job ensuring our sports program continues to grow!  

Next year will also see a change in the PSSA format for North Shore schools as we head
towards a gala day format. More information will be passed on by the North Shore PSSA
delegates.  

Mr Richard Goodwin 
Sports Coordinator  

SPORT UPDATE
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I have had the pleasure of working with the Year 6 Debating Squad this year.

I have been impressed by their enthusiasm, willingness to learn new skills as well as
seek and take on feedback. 

They finished the year by running "Debating Sampler Workshops" where they shared
their skills with students who are interested in debating. 

Well Done everyone!

Mrs Mav

Some Reflections from the Debating Team:

"Debating has been a very enjoyable experience learning to speak properly in front of
professional speakers was a great learning experience not just for me but undoubtedly
for everyone.”

“My first strength is the fact that I can confidently speak in front of an audience”

I have interesting ideas for rebuttals”

Being able to listen and work well with others which was a very useful skill." (Rafael)

"I have learnt so much in debating because of you Miss Mav like how to do rebuttals,
be confident, collaborate and just general debating points, for example: PEEL."
(Toshaani) 

"Debating has been a delightful experience that has challenged me in many ways. We
have learned to speak confidently and make a speech in a short period of time. I had
lots of fun and I will keep doing this in High School." (Anya)

"I think the most important thing I’ve learnt is to speak respectfully and easily convey
myself in a formal manner of language.”

I think I am most capable in rebutting and connecting points." (Andrew)
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DEBATING REFLECTIONS



FROM THE WPS P&C
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Want to get involved in the new P&C Events Committee?

A message from P&C Vice President for Events, Radhika 

It has been my privilege to run social, community and fundraising events this year. Thank
you to all parents and carers who have supported the P&C as volunteers – we know you’ll
agree it’s a wonderful way to involved in the day-to-day school lives of our children. 

Events are the biggest part of the P&C’s role in the WPS community, so we’re making some
improvements to how we run them.

From 2024, events will operate as a 5-person committee, led by me. This team of parents
and carers will come together to support, organise and plan for events that provide a fun
way for families to socialise, raise funds and celebrate together.

Leadership of established, recurring events including discos and morning teas will be
transitioned to class year groups who will run them with the help of the events committee.

The following roles are open for the new P&C Events Committee:

Social events & volunteer convenor (x 2)
Fundraising and sponsorship convenor (x 2)
 
If this sounds like you, we’d love to hear from you! Please read on more here and register
your interest here.

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpspandc.com.au%2Fwilloughby%2Fsite%2Fpages%2Fevents&data=05%7C02%7Cshaun.michaeil%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb4f30d51ee3d499f4d3308dbfc657950%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638381284986593581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZEzvSEuQ11DlWz0RdyNELBjhhXXsfq67asxhqx1IIio%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpspandc.com.au%2Fwilloughby%2Fsite%2Fpages%2Fevents%2Fopenroles&data=05%7C02%7Cshaun.michaeil%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb4f30d51ee3d499f4d3308dbfc657950%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638381284986593581%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2FXyTsiBbEFWGwynKYnljfV5iYhCmgz8MgI5y4dQwYY%3D&reserved=0


FROM THE WPS P&C NETBALL CLUB
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Would Your Child Like to Play Netball in 2024?

Netball registrations are now open for the 2024 NetSetGo and Netball seasons for all girls
and boys who will be in WPS years 2 - 6. The season runs April - early September.
. 
NetSetGo is modified rules netball for Year 2 and 3 students and is comprised of
friendship teams. 

Netball is for students in Years 4 - 6 and players will be in skill graded teams. 

Netball is a fun and engaging sport. Playing with WPS means that your student competes
with their friends and classmates. Weekly practices are conveniently held at school.

Registrations will be open until 1 February 2024. To apply unused 2023 Active Kids
Vouchers, register before the end of January. 

We welcome all interested WPS students to play in the 2024 season.

For registration information please visit
https://www.wpspandc.com.au/willoughby/site/pages/clubs/netballnetsetgo 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpspandc.com.au%2Fwilloughby%2Fsite%2Fpages%2Fclubs%2Fnetballnetsetgo&data=05%7C02%7CSHAUN.MICHAEIL%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C52858958a6a74c2c515408dbfc2874f8%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638381022931674866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BJY9YWzDFUCMjaiXVMjEh2sHcnT1UetBhIWF%2BykHpIU%3D&reserved=0
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COMMUNITY MESSAGES
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